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Miscountmg  American m!ssde&fch ¥
is generally conceded to Dbe
signiticant factor in Prealdent i
-nedy’§_election in 19640. stca gt

4
’

we
by
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by Senator Ke
er.establihment as vafid, a}-
adow-fas been immediate-

tion on-the Communis} ar-

{ail me,ﬁfm reelection --ia 1964——-&31!
Jnissilé” gap versus. the mi¥sBe
P4tk Tawell recall fhe charge fha{r’f 85 to
‘a missile gap existed in the Ameri-| y3| 5o
can ar8enal hefore the President’s gne w
election in 1960, but that it mxr-lthe fa
aculously was declared to have priefin
disappeared 30 days . after t.hel,mucau
Kennedy Administrationr was in-{@uban
stalled. left wi

o's Cuba.

Congressian docs not pro-
have any special or umus-
ce of information. But as
had accepted in good faith
ts of the Administration
at an executive session In

risis, I cannot help but
a feeling of apprehenamn
e recent statements made:
instration spokesman rel-
Cuba today. Although th&
Fess has fully reported thé!
gical changes and denials,!
rd in brief is as follows.|

This conclusion is a complete de.|
parture from the "generally con-
ceded result only a few weeks ag°|daxly
ol his handling of the October mis.| .p\onl
sile affair in Cuba. Thas transmon,the re
nas come about- because of a-se-
rence of bold charges made byl .
serator Kenneth Keating ( R-N.Y.){
and others, an immediate denial
by Adminisiration spokesmen, and;

r Keating teunSted in
from -the State Depart-
August 16 a comment on|
on Capitol Hill-that Soviet:

then 2 subsequent acknowledg-|troopswere being larded in Cuba.!
men! ihat the Keating charges;On, Adeust 30, the State Depart-|
could he substantially- correct. | ment’ plied it had “‘no informa-

This has caused responsible press
correspondents to carefully review
the series nf charges, denials, and' yious,
subseqilent  admissions and  de-| ported
velop ments over a period of time. ferenc

any Soviet bloc troops ‘had
in Cuba.” One day pre-
resident Kenned, had re-
o a White' House news con-
that “we-do npt have evi-

commeneing last July. Because of dence | that there are Russian
the censistemey in the pattern of troopsfthere” (Cuba). On Mugust
the Julv. August and Sepiember 31, Keflting told the senatfe that he
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|technical supplies to Cuba. This!

over ‘the accuracy of re:
tely caming from the ad-

d manpower strength-, now

during the pre-e}ec'mal
bé;

{the Pentagon spokesman and later

fLUSSIATE ULMLOL 1D Giau
in Cuba, and on September 2 the*
Soviet Umon virtually confirmed!
the Keating report by stating that:
it had agreed to supply arms and!

taus

"apparently provoked the President:
into corceding there were short-
range missiles in Cuba but purely:
for defenseive purposes. On Octo.:
her 9, Keating stated 5,000 tlonps‘
ere stationgd in Cuba and at!
Tlea «;\half a dozen launching sites’
for ~ intermediate-range offensive
mxssﬂes were under CO[]StI‘u(‘tl()l‘l ‘
On. Qctober: 14, Special Assistant
to the President McGeopge Bundy
said “there is no present liknli |
hood that the , . . Cuban govern-
‘ment. and the So\’xet government.
would’ it any. combination attemm
to install 3 major offenswe cap-
abilify: .24 This* was the ame,
date that the'" Presigent later gen.:
tified as the date the first reliable,
information of an effensive build
was received by him. %
January, Senitor Keating annouric:]
ved that 20,000 troops and other of-
{fensive weapons were now in Cuil
| ba. This. at first was denied hy;

1

| was conceded to be a “reamnablo
cstimate.”

i ‘With this reéord it leaves Mam-

| bers of Congress and other persons,
| skeptical ‘of just what goes an in,
! Cuba. Should it deveclop that Sena-
| tor Koatmd had more reliable in.
,formatxon than did the Central In.;
i telligence -Agency or the Penta-
“%on it places our official m'lxtan
intelligence in a most embarras.’
sing position, If the facts have heen
misrepresented to the people, it
places the administration in a
j most embarrassing -position. The:
‘charge has now been made that
not all of the offensive missiles
woere removed from- pubd a*"‘"'i

;oenannounced. 17 this e 1
Ge o true, the Amern. n peapr o an
nhnll\ ask  some . penetral

cstions and demand a comp 1
Wor,
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